Kapiti Cluster Meeting
Wednesday 22nd June 2011

Rachel Dingle – NZCER Senior Statistician

Discussed the possible inclusion of ‘Me and my School’ survey in our Cluster
Year 7-10 as cohort tracking over a 4 year period
This survey aims to capture an idea on student engagement / how they look at their learning and how they feel about their environment

Can be completed on-line or as a pen and paper test 
 We could contract Rachel to pull all the data together and come and work with schools

· Analyse the differences between each years results

· Facilitate the results  being used as a catalyst for further conversations 

The Survey can be slightly altered to suit our Clusters focus area e.g. numeracy, by including questions pertinent to our area. 
If we chose to do this, the test would need to be pen and paper.
Can be done at anytime – recommend not first 2 weeks of term 1 

Has been completed Term 3 to fit in with national norms

Variations possible – can be used early and then again later in year to assess change over that time.

Rachel showed the types of reports that are available 

Rachel recommends the survey be done anonymously- this will investigate the cohort not individuals

The most robust info comes from those students who complete all 4 surveys – ‘Me and My School’

It is possible to have 2 different analysis groups

1. Those students  who are a part of the cohort for all 4 years

2. All students including new enrolments over the 4 year period.

This would allow us to make comparisons 

It’s not possible to separate the data between groups 1 and 2 for ‘Me and My School’ – This is because the test is anonymous but can with student achievement data (PAT’s) 
‘Engaging Young People in learning’ – Why does it matter and what can we do?  Booklet available from NZCER

Provides an analysis of student responses from the various items in the survey
Cost

$225 registration per school

Plus – on line -   $1.50 per student   GST incl

         Paper -     Have to buy the paper   $2 per pack of 10 plus $2  per 

                         student

If Rachel works with the cluster she will provide a fixed cost for her consultancy

Her involvement would include Staff Meetings, Analysis Reports, 

Rachel can negotiate a discount if offered over a 4 year period.
Bruce to liaise with Rachel in terms of the next steps

Bruce to talk to Principals and share the proposal and the info re costs at next
 Principals Meeting – Next Friday

Tracking Data

Look at transitions over your year group and make comparisons across the cluster. Info available on website

Is there National norms data available about Maori students  ? 

Is it possible to gain that data?

It would be useful to have that info to make comparisons between our schools and national norms

This information is currently not available.

Rachel is to talk to her team about the rationale for not making that data available

School Trustees Association produced info in graph form that showed achievement levels between ethnic groups. Perhaps this is based on NCEA data

Should this group or another group be looking at Literacy achievement across the Cluster?

Concern was raised that we need to focus on one area and do a good job of that.

Feeling is that we retain maths as our main focus for 2011
2012

Writing – moderation of students writing across schools to inform OTJ’s 

Proposal - That this be taken back to schools and feedback collected on the value of introducing this into the programme in 2012 – Year 7/8/9

Transition from Primary to Secondary

· Establish a time line for passing on info this year

· How data can be collected

· Year 9 Deans to feedback on the effectiveness of the data collected 2010.

Caroline and Henry

Found the info useful

Meeting with teachers to discuss students invaluable.

Collected data about students and collated onto ‘master’ list

This data was then passed on to form teachers and facilitators

Academic data appears to have been accurate with classes based on primary recommendations re mainstream and extension.

PAT Data

We download from NZCER website

Some discussion as to best format to pass this on 

There is a problem that if schools have ‘altered’ their data then Colleges unable to use it in their system.

Ideally we need to send the raw data from the website

Writing samples handed on – varying degrees of success.

Some teachers used but others possibly not

It’s important that we only send info / material that will be beneficial
Henry to discuss with colleagues and advise primary schools
Kapiti College

Tracey reported that info passed on in term 4 2010 still relevant at his stage in the year

She went through the notes collected from primary teachers with form teachers.

Mixed ability classes for all core classes except maths

Info re social groupings helpful in setting up classes.

E.g.  Behavioural issues/ Family matters

A copy of the whole year’s attendance on every child would be helpful

A quick look at Kamar- – a school management system used by Paraparaumu and Kapiti Colleges.  Deans aim to centralise info as much as possible

Timeline
Term 3 visit for Deans to collect names of students needing assistance with transition to College.

Dean visits- Term 4 -week 4

Transitioning challenging students – To visit College term 4

Data to pass on to Colleges

Henry and Caroline to finalise and send to primary schools. They’ll let us know the format that would be best for them to use.
Draft

PAT data end of term 3

Writing samples – to be confirmed 

Numeracy Stages

PAT –Reading Comp. List, Maths in a CSV file

STAR if you do it

Any e-asttle tests

Attendance to be passed on closer to end of year

Term 4  Week 4 – Visits from Deans to discuss all students

Visits to schools to talk to primary teachers and collect pastoral info.  Ideally, have something written about every child – can be very short a hobby, interest, sport

Suggested before school or after school as not easy to accommodate during the day

A separate time to be set aside for Deans and past pupils to speak to children 

Do we need as group to meet again this year?
 Once Rachel’s proposal is in and discussion with Principal’s group has taken place, it might be useful to meet again as the ‘Cohort Tracking Group’ . 
Feedback re Year 9 students

Plan for a time to receive feedback about how students from individual schools are getting on in Year 9.  In the future ,early term 2 would be a suitable time

