KC WORKING PARTY – 20 SEPTEMBER 2010 

Purpose:

To develop shared expectations and a process for the effective sharing of assessment information across Years 8-9.

Focus questions:

What do we know about our Year 8 students?

What do we want to know about our Year 9 students?

What information do we want to share?

What will this information look like?

How can we ensure the information is valid, reliable and manageable?

What assessment capabilities will we need to develop as teachers?

What is realistic for 2010? 2011?

Year 8 Assessment Information currently collected (most common – not all schools collect all of these):

asTTle writing (some schools)

STAR (some schools)

PAT Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, Mathematics

Numeracy stages (some use school based websites, some NZMaths)

Running records – school based

e-asTTle Maths (one school)

Writing samples based on criteria

Assessments being considered by Year 8:

e-asTTle Reading

What primary suggest secondary should have!

Reading age

National Standards levels

Curriculum levels

Numeracy stage

IEPs – current information for special needs.

Identification of gifted and talented students

Key competency – leadership type information

Discussion around these aspects concluded that National Standard information may not be that helpful for secondary. Some discussion around the changing nature of the use of reading ages with National Standards, and that a reading age does not tell much about what a reader can do. Curriculum levels are most helpful, especially when specified by sub-levels (eg 5A, 4P etc). Numeracy stages would be most useful to secondary with stages for each domain.

What secondary would like:

Reading: PAT Comprehension, Vocab?

e-asTTle Reading (only if multi-tiered i.e. customised tests differentiated e.g Level 2, 2/3, 3, ¾, 4, 4/5 etc) 

Maths: e-asTTle (only if multi-tiered as above) 

Maths: Numeracy stages for each domain

Writing: e-asTTle – would like the KC to consider a practical, manageable process for this. 

Data transfer to KAMAR of individual results

So what could be most useful:

Reading: PAT , e-asTTle (historical data for both)

PAT: Feb/March

Writing: asTTle – historical data; a sample of typical work – assessed against asTTle criteria.

Mathematics: e-asTTle; PAT; Numeracy Stages (historical data for all where possible)

Considerations (more discussion required)

Does everyone want/need to use NZMaths website?

E-asTTle access and network capability

Teacher capability – administration of asTTle tests

Working party of primary/secondary reps to create customised asTTle tests and develop protocols to follow to ensure reliable data

Still need interviews with Year 8 teachers and Deans about each child

2010 – what is realistic/achievable?

PAT data – already have our KC website capability

Numeracy stages (overall plus recording sheets, but optimally to have stage for each domain)

Writing sample

Identification of gifted and talented as well as those requiring learning support

Year 8 teacher identified (for follow-up discussions if required)

Next steps:

Notes from this meeting to go back to Principals and Lead Teachers for discussion.

More discussion on Lead Team Day Thursday 23 September.

Next meeting for Working Party on October 15, 12.45, The Pavilion to discuss next steps.
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